
Braley Introduces Bill to Hold Arlington Cemetery Accountable for Mistakes

  

Washington, DC – Congressman Bruce Braley (D-Iowa) introduced legislation today to ensure
officials at Arlington National Cemetery are accountable for burial errors that have recently
come to light and have a plan to prevent the mistakes from occurring again.  The bill is a House
companion to legislation that was passed in the Senate on Saturday, December 4, 2010, by
unanimous consent.

  

“We have a responsibility to treat our nation’s veterans with honor and dignity, even in death,”
Braley said.  “Arlington National Cemetery is the final resting place for thousands of our nation’s
heroes and the site of memorials to many others, including the five Sullivan brothers from my
own hometown of Waterloo.  I believe we must ensure that these mistakes are corrected and
that our taxpayer dollars are accounted for.” 

  

News reports from June 2010 revealed errors at the cemetery with hundreds of unmarked
graves, misplaced headstones and the burial of numerous cremated remains in a single
gravesite.  Braley’s legislation calls for a series of reports from the Army and the Government
Accountability Office (GAO) to discover the extent of the grave discrepancies, accounting for the
contracts issued to update records, and oversight of management reforms to prevent future
errors.
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